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At last the Melbourne Cup Vintage Rally!

Bacchus Marsh Vintage Rally
6

th

to 8

th

March 2021

Well, it might have been delayed by four
months, but at last the rally took place! Normally
a part of the Australian Gliding Museum Annual
General Meeting, Open Day and Barbeque,
held on the Sunday that coincides with
Melbourne Cup Tuesday in November, this year
the covid lockdowns intervened.
The Museum Open Day is to be held on
Sunday, 28th March in compliance with
requirements. We decided to hold the vintage
rally over Victoria’s Labour Day long weekend
from 6th to 8th March, in the hope of more
summery weather over the long weekend.
Depending on your point of view, this was a
brilliant move or a flop! While the weather was
excellent on Saturday and Sunday, with flights
up to the Control Zone at 4,500 feet in light
winds, on Monday the rain came down and we
missed out on flying anyway!

Vintage Gliders attending were the
Australian Gliding Museum Slingsby T31b GDB,
the Beaufort Club’s unique Zephyrus VH-GHZ,
Rowan Snell’s Mark 4 Kookaburra VH-GRX,
The Geelong Club ASK-13 VH-GPZ and Bob
Hickman’s Boomerang VH-GQY.

Mike Ansell gets comfortable
The Slingsby shared the open cockpit
experience during 8 flights over the weekend.
Pilots to fly were Leigh Snell, Dave and Jenne
Goldsmith, Brian McIntyre, Stuart Bayliss,
Sylvia Sharman, Mike Ansell, Brian Amey, Mal
Bennet and James Stevenson. A number of
flights reached the height limit of 4,500 ft agl.

Chris Thorpe reports that the Zephyrus had two
flights on Sunday. Chris and Jim Henkel flew for
76 minutes, going out to Fiskville and return
(further than the DG 1000 on the day). Climbs
were to 5,500ft in good lift. Chris said “We had
to fly at 100 knots on occasion to keep below
the airspace limit. When we ‘zoomed’ down past
the thermalling T31, we were also doing 100
knots and coming down fairly steeply. When we
pulled up and rolled into the thermal, we gained
500ft. It’s a pity no one got any photos.” Rob
Hocking and Rob Benton also had a 45 minute
flight in Zephyrus.
The Geelong Club ASK-13 had 6 training
and solo flights, also on Sunday. Adam Mechler
soloed for 65 minutes after a check with
instructor David Meredith, who also did 2
training flights with Krish Jayatilleke. VH-GPY
now has over 16,420 hours in 54,900 flights!

Jenne Goldsmith offered to take Rowan
for a flight, but they only managed 11
minutes. On landing I saw he had a big grin on
his face, and Jenne asking “Where’s the wheel
brake?”
In the next year or two I hope to get one
of Rowan’s Long-Wings flying as they have a
wheel brake and a higher placarded cockpit
loading. A great day. Thanks to all for making it
so!
Bob Hickman in his Boomerang GQY
flew on Sunday, the only day he could attend.
He did 57 minutes, reaching 3400’ over the coal
mine several times. On each excursion from
that reliable thermal source he lost altitude
rapidly before returning to scratch back up
again. All good fun for a while though.
Unfortunately we were getting too much
of a good thing, and as the rain came down on
the holiday Monday we counted our blessing
that we had enjoyed some wonderful flying and
mateship over the two days of the weekend,
after limited flying for so long during the
pandemic.
Welcome visitors to the Rally from South
Australia were Leigh Bunting (Mr Covid in last
issue!) and Brian “Macca” McIntyre.

Leigh Snell comments:- After a great
flight in the T31 on Saturday, it was time to turn
to my attentions to my son’s Short-Wing Kooka
GRX. After my retirement, I found the amount
of my internal ballast had increased to a point
where my son Rowan and I could not fly
together as our combined weights exceeded
placarded loads. As GRX has no electrics, I
was kindly offered a handheld radio by the
Goldsmiths. I am claiming that I flew later in the
day so there was only a slightly extended flight
time of 16 minutes which did increase the
average flight time of the aircraft (approx 20,000
landings with 3000 hours).

Starting Young!

We all know that it it’s easier to learn to
fly at an early age, and Barry Jenner, who flew
with the Gliding Club of Victoria, was pleased to
bring his 10 year old grandson to the Museum
for an introduction “flight” in the Kookaburra.
While they may not have achieved much in
altitude, they made up for it in enthusiasm, with
Jack commencing the countdown to his fifteenth
birthday and “going solo!”
Photo Bob Hickman

Hunter Valley Gliding Club
Easter Vintage Rally 1-11 April 2021

Private Eye!

Aerotow launches will be provided by the
club’s vintage Pawnee (min airspeed 60kts)
from Friday 2nd to Sunday the 11th of April.
A second Tug will be available if required.
A modern club house and amenities block are
available for use by all guests along with
limited bunkhouse accommodation. There is
plenty of space for camping on site, or hotels
and guesthouses in the nearby towns of
Singleton and Broke. Evening meals will be
available at modest cost on Easter Friday,
Saturday & Sunday.
Bring your own aircraft, Warkworth’s club twoseater fleet will also be available, or just come
along for the social atmosphere.
Due to COVID requirements, registration is
essential, numbers may be limited. If
Government health advice changes, the
Hunter Valley Gliding Club may have to cancel
the event at short notice.
For more information contact:
Rob Moffat, 0418 183 563,
robsmoffat@hot mail.com
Paul Dickson, 0438 242 556,
pwdickson@gmail.com

Please visit the club web site to
register: www.hvgc.com.au

Please note that the Australian Gliding
Museum Annual General Meeting,
Open Day and Barbeque has been
postponed to 28th March 2021 due to
compliance requirements. The Barbeque is
for Museum members, paid by donation,
and visitors are asked to bring their own
catering. Joining the Museum costs $20
Please advise Dave Goldsmith 0428 450 475
if you are able to come.

It has come to our notice that there was
recently a period of intense activity and
excitement at Raywood, home of the Bendigo
Gliding Club. Investigation revealed finishing
touches being made to a new glider - of a type
never before seen in Australia - the Hutter 28!
So cute and tiny, it looked more like
something for youngsters than a real glider.
With a finish to rival the latest fibreglass
sailplanes and accented by the lovely tinted
canopy, it was hard to believe this had been
crafted from wood. The 12 metre gull wing
design,
with diminutive fuselage and
tailfeathers, has to be seen to be appreciated.
Peter Rundle, with assistance from Peter
Raphael, completed preparations ready for test
flying on the 2nd March, 2021. He has completed
the initial 10 hours in flight needed towards
achieving it’s Unrestricted Experimental C of A.
We look forward to seeing it fly – and attending
Peter’s presentation - at the Hunter Valley
Easter Rally!

