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Australia in Isolation
As Australia grapples for control over the Covid-19 Pandemic, Peter Rundle is making
wonderful progress on construction of Australia’s first Hutter 28. Larger brother to the Hutter 17 from
1934, the Hutter 28’s streamlined design and 12 metre span produced a calculated glide angle of 28.
Peter flew one at the International Vintage Glider Rally, Stendal, Germany in 2018, and although
finding it far from roomy, he decided he had to have one!

Vincent Crockett poses with his 1:3.5 scale
model of Zephyrus.

A Model Clone of Zephyrus
(and how we found the missing plans)
By Peter Champness

In October 2014, the Beaufort Gliding Club
was contacted by Vincent Crockett of Scale
Soaring UK, saying that he would like to
construct a model sailplane of Zephyrus. This
sounded like an interesting project so we
supplied a good 3 view diagram and some
initial photographs of Zephyrus.
Later as the model progressed Vincent asked
for measurements at specific points and
photos of specific details. Robert Hocking and
Doug Lyon were able to supply a lot of photos
of Zephyrus under construction from 1951 to
1966.
Chris Thorpe contributed many interesting
details such as the original C of A certificate
and an article about the wing load test which
was conducted by the Department of Supply,
Australian Defence Scientific Service at the
Aeronautical Research Laboratories. At the
time that Zephyrus was completed, Doug Lyon
was the Deputy Chief Airworthiness Officer at
the GFA. Consequently he signed the Certificate of Airworthiness (C of A) on his own
design!
The proof load test came in handy a few years
ago, when the Department of Aviation decided

that Zephyrus should not be used as a training
glider because she had been constructed as
an amateur construction project with a GFA
construction number of GFA Home Built No.
70. This was promptly answered with a copy
of the test and the C of A, and the decision
was reversed.

Vincent wanted to represent Zephyrus as she
was originally completed. Several changes
from the current configuration are shown in
photos of the model. The ailerons originally
extended to the wing tips. They have
subsequently been shortened and wing tip
skids added to prevent the aileron tips rubbing
on the ground. The rudder was found to be
over balanced. The fin was increased in height
and the rudder forward of the hinge reduced in

Rob Hocking took the plans and had them
copied. A number of sets of the copied plans
were produced and spiral bound at Officeworks
in both A3 and A4 sizes. The original plans set
have been placed in the Australian Gliding
Museum archives.

Zephyrus is piloted by an exuberant Mick
(Crocodile) Dundee. Reporter, Sue Charlton
(Linda Kozlowski) gazes apprehensively out of
the rear cockpit side window!

size. The forward cockpit has a revised profile.
The model is a fine tribute to Zephyrus and
Vincent has done a great job. His build log can
be viewed here:
https://scalesoaring.co.uk/phpBB3/viewtopic.ph
p?f=12&t=334
The Plans are Found!
Vincent sent updates on his progress
occasionally along with requests for further
measurements and photos of specific details.
Towards the end of the model construction the
conversation at the Beaufort table turned to the
model and the original plans which had been
missing for years. It was thought that they had
been taken home by a former member of the
club and subsequently lost.
At this point Chris Trewern suddenly
announced that he thought he might know
where they were. So we all trouped out to the
Beaufort hanger and a cardboard tube was
found lying inconspicuously on top of a set of
tall storage lockers (almost out of sight). The
tube contained the plans, slightly damaged by
silver fish.

The model represents Zephyrus as originally
completed. The ailerons extend to the wing
tips and the rudder is over sized. The contour
of the front canopy is different.

First steps in the model construction.

Hunter Valley Gliding Club
Easter Vintage Rally 10-13 April 2020
From Peter Rundle
Attendance was down this year, 2020 wasn’t
the vision we were hoping for. On the positive
side, the new separation guidelines had new
terms presented to us to learn and understand.
As well as insulation and precipitation we had
occurrences of isolation and a small chance of
contagion.

HUTTER 28 PROGRESS

We had zero flying incidents!
Pilots kept themselves amused on the nonflying days with visits to Sugarloaf Mountain for
bush walks and the famous dessert bar
Sabors, just down the road from the Hunter
Valley Gardens.

In flying News, Pete Rundle has finished the
Hutter 28 and above we even have a picure of
it in flight!
Here’s to a better turn-out next year!

Also from Peter Rundle
Being a practical “social distancer” for some
time now, this virus thing hasn’t made a huge
difference to my day, but it has removed most
of the distractions and excuses I used to use to
get out to the workshop! So I have made a fair
amount of progress, and perhaps (don’t hold
me to this!) it might fly at the next Warkworth
Easter Rally!

Peter Rundle tries out the Hutter 28 at Stendal,
Peter Raphael looking on at the trailing edge.

Coming events:CHECK THIS WEBSITE FOR UPDATES and a
full list of rallies:https://vintagegliderclub.org/events-rallies/
Vintage Glider Club Rendezvous Rally
25 to 30th July 2020 at LSV Lingen, Germany
Postponed
48th International Vintage Glider Club
Rally 1st to 9th August at Achmer, Osnabrucker VFL
Germany Postponed
Registration for both Rallies www.vgc2020.de

In Flight

Southern Cross Website photos

Australian Gliding Museum K8 Progress

Phillip Brown
Southern Cross Gliding Club recently posted a
number of old photos relevant to the club
history on their face book page, worth having a
look. Of personal interest were a number of
photos contain Dad (Fred Brown) and his
mates who formed the syndicate that
purchased first the SZD-8 Jaskółka from the
club & then K-7 VH-GPG.

Before Covid-19 restrictions the painted K8
wings were fitted to the fuselage. Limited
activities will recommence from 1st June.

Ray Ash in Primary on the winch

Lunch break pre Covid!

Ray in the Jaskolka

The AGM Wood and Fabric Courses.
A Fabric Covering & Wood Repair course will
be held at the Bacchus Marsh airfield in the
Museum buildings.

Minor Wood Repair Course: 4 - 8 Nov
Fabric Course: 9 - 13 Nov, 2020
Cost for each course is $500 and all materials
and lunches are provided.
Clubhouse accommodation is available.
To secure a place please contact:
K7 VH-GPG with Ray Ash, Brian Hemmings,
Fred Brown and John Danial

Jim Barton on 0419 562 213

Back in the Air!

From Bob Hickman
YAHOO! Here’s a couple of pix from last
Saturday 16th May, just in case you are short of
material for Vintage Times. Nine of us
convened at Bacchus last Saturday May 16 to
do our first flights since the Covid-19 lockdown.
We of course maintained appropriate
distancing, sanitised anything that had been
touched and washed our hands every 50
seconds. With Boomerang GQY and myself
having a combined age of 127 years, I thought
that it might be appropriate that we flew first,
so we did. It was great to be airborne again
and I swear that I heard something like a
contented sigh from the Boomer’s wings as we
gently climbed in some weak lift.

This left us with the original trophy for
Vintage gliders. At Chris Thorpe's suggestion it
was decided to adopt this trophy as an annual
VSA Award for the most meritorious performance by a vintage glider from a VSA airfield.
The selection of future winners to be at the
discretion of the VSA committee based upon
recommendations from the Vintage Glider Association of Australia and/or applications from
individual owners of Vintage gliders.
Do note that the original trophy (see
attached photo) is actually a vintage item in it's
own right! A pewter tankard made by Selangor
of Singapore back in the 1960's which are now
collector's items and difficult to obtain. The
wooden base and handle neatly demonstrate
the association with vintage gliders.
The trophy winners names are engraved
on the tankard which will remain with the other
VSA awards in the VSA trophy cabinet at the
GCV, Benalla. Each winner is provided with an
engraved VSA medallion as a memento of
their achievement.
This trophy is now available to
recognise flying achievements in a vintage
glider. As it is a VSA award, the VSA will
cover the costs of administering it, i.e.
engraving and provision of a medallion. The
trophy will be formally awarded at the VSA Annual General meeting. For the 2019/2020 season, the VSA awarded the trophy to Jenne
Goldsmith for her performance in the Ka6 at
Horsham Week, February 2020. Jenne will be
presented with the award at the VSA AGM on
Saturday 21 August at Bacchus. (Covoid-19
permitting).
The VSA trust that Vintage Gliders Australia will become involved with the awarding of
this trophy.

MAX HEDT VINTAGE TROPHY
Ian Grant on behalf of VSA President
The Max Hedt Vintage trophy was created at
the 50th Horsham Week for the best performance in a wooden glider. In subsequent HW
comps there were no entries of wooden gliders
so it was decided to change the trophy criteria
to award it to an individual who showed great
promise, enthusiasm and a positive attitude.
A second trophy in acrylic plastic was created
in 2017 and known as the 'Max Hedt Trophy'
with no mention of Vintage.

David Meredith and Jenne at Horsham Week 2020

