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N E W  H 1 7  N O W  F L Y I N G
   After more than three years
of work,  Harold  Bradley  of
Adelaide  has  seen his latest
project, a Hutter H17, take to
the air at the hands of his
son, Alan.
   Australia now has what is
probably the youngest "vintage"
sailplane  in  the world,  a
flying replica of  a  design
that first appeared about 1934
in Austria.
   Harold Bradley, at 86 the
oldest member of the VGA, be-
gan building the H17  in 1981
after growing bored with re-
tirement.
   His son, Alan, suggested he
should build a model sailplane
but Harold decided it would be
more fun to build a real one.
   He had the plans of a H17
(he built one during the 1950s)
and began work in his garage
at home.
   Construction was delayed on
several occasions  but Harold
plugged on and the sailplane
was eventually finished early
this year.
   Test flights were made at
Gawler. Alan made a couple of
low straight flights  by car
tow  and  then took an aerotow
to 2000 feet.  His verdict was
"GREAT"!

   Harold was there to see it
all and was  naturally excited
and delighted with the results
of his labours. The tests were
made in April.  We  have not
heard what flying it has done
since then but have no doubt
that  Alan  will continue to
make good use of it.
   Hopefully, Harold and Alan
will bring the H17 along to a
vintage glider regatta before
long and  give  everyone the
opportunity to see it.
   It is hoped that Harold's
example will inspire other VGA
members to undertake the con-
struction of other sailplanes
or finish those now started.

WHAT'S HAPPENING?

   This  issue  of  "Vintage
Times" has  fewer pages than
past issues because of the
lack of news from members.
   Please let the secretary
know what you are doing so the
next issue will be fatter.
   There are some members we
haven't heard from for years.
If you are doing any flying or
are overhauling, repairing or
rebuilding a vintage sailplane
we would like to hear from you.



FACTORY IN HUNGARY
RESTORES OLD GLIDERS

   A company  has  been estab-
lished in Hungary to  repair
and restore old sailplanes.
   The fir,. Aerofa, will also
undertake the construction of
replicas of vintage designs if
drawings are available.
   It is reported in the News-
letter  of  the Vintage Glider
Club of Great Britain that the
cost of work done by Aerofa is
very low compared with costs
in Britain and other European
countries.
   The company has already
built replicas of the Hungar-
ian Vöcsök and Cimbora designs
and  has  rebuilt  a  damaged
Pirat and Moswey 2A.
   The British newsletter says

that restored vintage machines
will probably be issued with
Hungarian Cs of A which would
be acceptable in Britain.

SEDGMANS TO ATTEND
INTERNATIONAL RALLY

   During their  current visit
to Britain and Europe, Kevin
and Helen Sedgman of Adelaide
expect  to  attend the inter-
national vintage  glider rally
at Amlikon, Switzerland, from
20-28 July.
   It  is  likely  that  the
Sedgmans will also make con-
tact  with  vintage glider en-
thusiasts in Britain  and one
or two  other  European coun-
tries during their four-month
holiday.



ARTHUR HARDINGE TO
VISIT DURING JULY

   Arthur Hardinge is to visit
Australia  during July,  after
living  in  Canada  for  many
years.
   Arthur made his mark on the
gliding scene in 1949 when he
toured  New Zealand  in  the
Olympia "Yellow Witch".  The
tour  had  a big impact in New
Zealand and played  a  major
role in reviving the sport in
that country after World War 2
ended.
   The  "Yellow  Witch"  was
built  in  Melbourne  between
1946 and 1948 by Arthur Har-
dinge and Ken Davies.
   It was  built  from plans
bought  from  the Chilton Air-
craft Company  in  England and

was the  first  Olympia to fly
in Australia.
   Arthur, who now lives in
Scarborough, Ontario, will be
spending  about  a  month  in
Australia,  mostly  visiting
relatives  and  old gliding
friends.
   He  is  due  to arrive  in
Brisbane on 10 July,  after
spending several weeks in New
Zealand visiting local gliding
clubs and people.
   While in Melbourne, he will
have the opportunity to see the
"Yellow Witch" again. The
present owner,  Keith Nolan,
says the Olympia is currently
undergoing its annual C of A
inspection, but he is sure he
can have it at Bacchus Marsh
airfield during the visit of
Arthur Hardinge.



VINTAGE GLIDER CLUB
STARTED IN HOLLAND

   Growing  support  for  the
preservation   and  flying  of
vintage gliders in Holland has
led to  the formation of the
Vereniging Historische Zweef-
vliegtuigen  (Vintage  Glider
Club Netherlands).
   Glider  pilots  in Holland
have  been  active  for   many
years  and  involved in flying
and restoring  vintage  sail-
planes. Many have been active
members of  the Vintage Glider
Club of Great Britain and have
held a number of vintage gli-
der rallies.
   The chairman of the Vintage
Glider Club Netherlands,  Jan
van Beugen, said the formation
of the club was necessary in
order to negotiate with Dutch
civil aviation authorities in
keeping old gliders flying.
   Formation of the new club in
Holland emphasises the in-
creasing interest  in  vintage
gliders  in  many  parts  of
Europe.
   As well as the Netherlands,

CELEBRATION!

   To  celebrate  the  30th
birthday of his Grunau Baby 2,
VH-GDN,  at Balaklava,  South
Australia, owner Leigh Bunting
handed out free drinks in the
club's bar  on  condition that
each  recipient  sing  "Happy
Birthday" to the Grunau.

there are active vintage glider
organisations in Britain, Ger-
many, France, Hungary, Switzer-
land and Belgium.
   Strong interest in vintage
gliders has also been  evident
in Norway and Denmark, though
no  official  organisations yet
exist to preserve old gliders
in these countries.

T31 IN FINAL STAGES
OF MAJOR OVERHAUL

   From  Brisbane,  Gilbert
Simpkins  reports  that  his
Slingsby T31  two-seater is in
the final stages of finishing
after  a  major  overhaul that
has  been  spread  over  many
years.
   Gil  bought the T31 (VH-GDW)
from the RAN Gliding Associa-
tion.
   The overhaul has been de-
layed by the pressure of earn-
ing a living but all the work
on the structure is now com-
pleted  and  final painting is
being done.
   Hopefully, the T31 will be
back in  the  air before  the
summer season begins.
   Gil also owns a Hutter H17
which he says needs major work
on the wings before it is air-
worthy again.
   Several years ago, Gil also
bought the parts of two Olym-
pias which had been started in
Perth. He reports that he has
not done any work on these two
aircraft, seeing them as some-
thing of a long-term project.


